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For Niloy, musicis a play of the Prana, an exploration
of the sound within, and the practice of Dhrupad is
a path to self-awareness.

A 21st generation practitioner of the majestic Dagar lineage,
Niloy Ahsan is an unconventional rare vocalist, mastering
a distinctive repertoire, in-depth understanding of Indian
music and culture as well as traditional and classical
styles of Dhrupad, Dhamar and Khayal. By integrating the
symmetry between the austerity of Dagarvani Dhrupad and
the versatile musical possibilities of the Sadharani Geeti,
Niloy has emerged as one of the finest and most promising
Dhrupad vocalists of our time.



he notes of a raga flow soft and
reposeful, yet very precise. Niloy Ahsan’s
voice is sure and supple and seems to rise
from a deep and inexhaustible well. He is
singing a raga in the Dhrupad tradition, in the
Dagar Vani Parampara. Niloy has been learning
the art from Ustad Faiyaz Wasifuddin Dagar
and the Gundecha brothers, who are among the
foremost proponents of the art form. Dhrupad
can be traced back to the Sama Veda. In ancient
times, practising it meant a greater chance of
salvation. Although a classical art, Dhrupad
is primarily a form of worship. Offerings to the
divine are made through the medium of music
or nada. Dhrupad is also called Nada-yoga.
Dhrupad can be seen at different levels as a
meditation, a mantric recitation.

Niloy believes, like the ancient Rishis and Sufi
mystics, that music can be a potent way of
exploring the divine. The exploration of sound
can also be considered a form of yoga: music
is thus the exploration of sound, and the play
of prana, at subtle levels, that makes it an act
of healing. Niloy’s approach to singing is thus
holistic,asisthe Dhrupad musicitself.ltisdeeply
embedded in a philosophy of self-awareness, of
how we sit, speak, and by extension, sing. It is
not surprising, therefore, that the raga unfolds
slowly and with a sense of measure. The forte
of the form is Alap. The process unfolds, and
because arigorous sadhana or spiritual effortis
at the root of this, the singer and listener move
to a realm that is beyond sound. Thus, though
the dhrupad’s forte is in alap, every aspect of a
piece is viewed as equally important.

Niloy is a 21st generation practitioner of the
Dagarvani Dhrupad lineage. He believes that
the form preserves many of the most ancient
principles of music, which might have been lost
in the development of other classical forms
of music. Such preservation has been possible
due to the meticulousness of the Dhrupad
guru-shishya tradition, which hands over the
tradition directly from teacher to student.
Various dhatus and kriyas, explore the principles
in the most elaborate and detailed manner,
and taught in the most rigorous fashion. But
the form is also one with a heart: Niloy brings
about the raga’s particular traits, as well as a
flowering of bhava.

A lot of energy gets accumulated, in this
practice, and it can transform the human
body and mind to higher dimensions. This
is nothing other than a yogic and spiritual
process.

Niloy’s background in music is not only in the
Dhrupad tradition. He has trained extensively,
and since an early age, in the khayal tradition,
as well as in Rabindra sangeet and Nazrul
Geeti. His vision is to explore the depth of
Dhrupad inits fullest manner keeping the very
root that is the spiritual and yogic principles,
well established. This is without losing his
openness; rather, being total to fresh new
ideas and diverse musical aspects.

Niloy has performed extensively in many
parts of the country and the world, in
prestigious venues such as Moscow, St.
Petersburg, Dhaka, Chennai and other cities.
He has also performed with other artists,
such as the Russian Maestro Vyaschaelev
Guyvoronsky and the legendary rock artist,
Boris Grebenshikov. He has performed at
various major international festivals, such
as the International music festival in St.
Petersburg, Russia, and the annual classical
music festival in Shilpakala, Dhaka, apart
from giving concerts all over the world. His
albums include ‘Around Silence’ released in
2013 in London, as well as ‘Dodecameron’
released in St. Petersburg in 2012.

He has received many prestigious awards,
among them the Fellowship from Jaipur
Gems Charitable Trust, Mumbai, awarded
by Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma, Pandit Hari
Prasad Chaurasia, Ustaad Ghulam Mustafa
Khan, Vidhushi Dr N Rajam, Pandit and Arvind
Parikh, the Tata Trust Scholarship and Notun
Kuri National award that was awarded to him
by the Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

Written by

Deepa Onkar

Principal Correspondent and
Cheif Sub-Editor at The Hindu
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
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Dhrupad under Padma Shri Ustad
Faiyaz Wasifuddin Dagar

Dhrupad under Padma Shri Pandit
Umakant & Ramakant Gundecha
(Gundecha Brothers)

Khayal in the Indore-Kirana
Parampara under Pandit Asit dey

Khayal in the Agra Parampara under
Ustad Mustaqur Rahman

Indian voice culture, Khayal and
Nazrul geeti under Sujit Mustafa

Rabindra Sangeet under Adity
Mohsin and Mamun Abdulla

Khayal and Nazrul Geeti in Raagini
Sangeet Vidyalay
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2018

2014-16

2011-13

2013

1999-2006

Present: Teaching Dhrupad in Chennai
Dhrupad Gurukul at Cultural Centre-
SPACES

Taught Khayal and Dhrupad in Shankar
Mahadevan Academy (SMA)

Collaborated with Russian Jazz Maestro
and composer Vyacheslav Guyvoronsky
and percussionist Denis Kucherov;
performed as a trio in major venues in
Russia; published two albums: Around
Silence and Dodecameron

Performed in St. Petersburg Court
Capella with the legendary Russian singer
Boris Grebenshikov and with the St.
Petersburg State Capella Symphony
Orchestra

Performed as an enlisted artiste in
Bangladesh National Television and
National Radio
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Fellowship from Jaipur Gems Charitable Trust,
Mumbai, awarded by Pandit ShivKkumar Sharma,
Pandit Hari PrasadChaurasia, Ustaad Ghulam
Mustafa Khan, Vidhushi Dr N Rajam, Pandit
Arvind Parikh

Tata Trust Scholarship

Notun-Kuri National Award, awarded by the
Prime Minister of Bangladesh

First place in National Rabindra Sangeet Summit,
awarded by cultural icon Waheedul Hug
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Dance of Breath
Genre: Dhrupad, Published by: CD baby in Nov
2010

Around Silence

Genre: Ethno-Jazz/ modern improvisation;
released in the UK in 2013/03; published by
English‘jazz ldbel-"Leo"Records; spread all over
Europe (France, Spain, Italy, England, Czech
Republic, Poland, Russia) and America (US,
Canada, Brazil)

‘Dodecameron’

Genre: Ethno-Jazz, modern improvisation;
Released in Saint Petersburg, Russian Federation
in November 2012; Published by ‘Svobodnaya
Kultura’
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Niloy, the gifted young disciple of Gundecha
Brothers, impressed not just with his well-groomed
voice but also with his total tunefulness, singing
against just the drone of Tanpura. The reposeful
Alap and Dhrupad in Raga Bageshree spoke of his
total commitment and dedication towards this
demanding discipline.

[The Hindu]

Ahsan is gifted with a gorgeous voice and

masters the subtleties of traditional Indian singing.
At times, he conveys a mystical force comparable
to Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan (different cultures, same
spirit).

[Monsieur Délire - France]
An uncompromising vocalist.

[Percorsi Musicali - Italy]
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SOULFUL MUSIC

City dwellers can explore the spirituality of
Dhrupad music for the next three days
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musician  from
ka feels that the
generation

g ¥

mﬁmﬂaﬁﬁi{mwﬂmwm

wiifa & fmm fafér @en g
quan # fEnl g A
ST, FF, 0% M
A E A i g &
T | FWEEA F A A
® AN F T T
L cils eac re T E s o
Al e @ adt R wE e
ferm =13 qug ey &
Vmetrahm'mwaraqﬂ

SRR EiR e
wed & wie ¥ v A
T sty st o, fafm
sfafy wema JenTn . Fa|
fie g 3 wema FEen
aqCE T fgerat

oty g & i g v W

THE ¢ HINDU

o

S;ill‘in demand

@ ivisn

ae wAmA A W OH

T e & aafte et

¥ uE o g de A
HYh W ITHE, 418, Hiam Al
yegfd &1 3 T 4
# fmm wE Am
fra @iga % wg wgE @
T B

Two recent events in New Delhi
proved that Dhrupad is very much

Fodl &1 o A B
WifaR qu § eaen ar @
w3 fawifaa e & ae A
IO, B, e 3R frerd &6
awyfa & 1 aff wem o A gad
a ga &y A wfrn 3 Rra
B e & e sy B
gwify & i = e da
ferin1 Wi A SR aedt 3
feifaa g ¥ s, Had B
foeré i wewtta &)

fiverafen & SR ¥
g & q¥ w4
WiehTE BT TR Ha |
o 3 il 21 =R 31
¥ w9 | e

Jifem w6 3 g dww A

feem arem e w9 &
I I 454 W e

B¢ g &1 et # aremmuel

e & wegfa o o
e e 3 W &

RUPA AMITAB

upa Amit

Delhi saw
ment about a
shop and att
tions_ Till ther
fnvolved in thy
singing. Says
lot of time f
stand the me
this musie. 1
elgners who p
music becaus
stillness in it
Satyendra S
oneol therar

notion that Dhrupad has lostite.

Shala 142

142/2 Bairo Alta, Assagao
(Next to Purple Valley Yoga Center}

Artist contribution: 500 INR
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PEREQ R MANCES

NGRS ReENCALT L O INGA L

February 2020: 46th International Dhrupad
Mela, Varanasi

December 2018: Delhi International Arts
Festival, Delhi

December 2018: Chayanat Classical Music
Festival, Dhaka

August 2015: International Indian Music
Festival, Saint-Petersburg

August 2014: Cultural Centre Dom, Moscow

November 2014: Annual Classical Music
Festival, Shilpakala Academy, Dhaka

November 2013: Court Chapel, Saint
Petersburg

March 2012: Gallery ‘12th July’, Saint
Petersburg







FEREORMANCES

NATIONAL

February 2020: Amethyst, International Women’s
Association, Chennai

January 2020: Athanaad, Bhopal

February 2020: Mehfil, Anjuna, Goa

February 2020: Shala 142, Goa

November 2019: Smaran, Dhrupad Sansthan, Bhopal

March 2019: Dhrupad Utsav in Ramakrishna Mission
Institute of Culture, Kolkata

March 2019: Dhrupad Utsav in Kalakshetra Foundation,
Chennai

February 2019: International Bhumi Shakti Conference,
Trichy

December 2018: Chayanat Classical Music Festival,
Dhaka, Bangladesh

November 2018: Amir Khosru Institute of Music, Delhi

November 2018: Pathshala, Krishnamurti Foundation,
Chennai

October 2018: Smaran, Dhrupad Sansthan, Bhopal

August 2018: Bengaluru Dhrupad festival, Bengaluru

June 2018: Rabindra Bhavan, Bhopal

September 2017: Dhrupad Festival, Hyderabad

March 2017: International Dhrupads Festival, Udaipur

February 2017: Dhrupad Utsav in Kalakshetra
Foundation, Chennai

November, 2016: Smaran, Dhrupad Sansthan, Bhopal
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At Cultural Centre - Spaces

Chennai Dhrupad Gurukul is an initiative of the
Gundecha Brothers, a continuum of their mission to
spread Dhrupad to the furthest corners of the world.
It has been facilitated in the heart of Chennai at
Cuitdraly ContiesiSpace Sl wasisnagu ratedison:ss
September, 2018 by Pt. Ramakant Gundecha and
prominent writer and photographer Sadanand Menon.
Since then Niloy Ahsan has been teaching there.
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WEBSETE

www.dhrupadniloy.com

YL B E En G ElOA NN E

www.youtube.com/channel/UC-C_G25W-
g8a0xncCjZrOuMQ?view_as=subscriber

CONTEACT

Niloy Ahsan
Dhrupad Musician & Teacher

Website: www.dhrupadniloy.com
E-mail: dhrupadniloy@gmail.com

WhatsApp

+91-9826748424
+91-8519950962
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DHRUPAD & BEYOND




