


N I L O Y  A H S A N
D H R U P A D  &  B E Y O N D

For Niloy, music is  a play of the Prana, an exploration 
of the sound within, and the practice of Dhrupad is 

a path to self-awareness.

A 21st generation practit ioner of the majest ic Dagar l ineage, 
Ni loy Ahsan is  an unconventional  rare vocal ist, master ing 
a dist inct ive reper toire, in-depth understanding of Indian 
music and culture as wel l  as tradit ional  and class ical 
sty les of Dhrupad, Dhamar and Khayal. By integrating the 
symmetry between the auster ity of Dagarvani  Dhrupad and 
the versati le musical  possibi l i t ies of the Sadharani  Geeti , 
Ni loy has emerged as one of the f inest and most promising 

Dhrupad vocal ists of our t ime.



The notes of a raga flow soft and 
reposeful, yet very precise. Niloy Ahsan’s 
voice is  sure and supple and seems to rise 
from a deep and inexhaustible well. He is 
s inging a raga in the Dhrupad tradit ion, in the 
Dagar Vani  Parampara. Ni loy has been learning 
the ar t from Ustad Faiyaz Wasifuddin Dagar 
and the Gundecha brothers, who are among the 
foremost proponents of the ar t form. Dhrupad 
can be traced back to the Sama Veda.  In ancient 
t imes, practis ing it  meant a greater chance of 
salvation. Although a  c lass ical  ar t, Dhrupad 
is  pr imari ly a form of worship. Of fer ings to the 
div ine are made through the medium of music 
or nada. Dhrupad is  also cal led Nada-yoga. 
Dhrupad can be seen at dif ferent levels  as a 
meditation, a mantr ic recitat ion.

Ni loy bel ieves, l ike the ancient Rishis  and Suf i 
mystics, that music can be a potent way of 
explor ing the div ine. The exploration of sound 
can also be considered a form of yoga: music 
is  thus the exploration of sound, and the play 
of prana, at subtle levels, that makes it  an act 
of heal ing. Ni loy ’s  approach to s inging is  thus 
hol ist ic, as is  the Dhrupad music itself. It  is  deeply 
embedded in a phi losophy of self-awareness, of 
how we s it , speak, and by extension, s ing. It  is 
not surpr is ing, therefore, that the raga unfolds 
s lowly and with a sense of measure. The for te 
of the form is  Alap. The process unfolds,  and 
because a r igorous sadhana  or spir itual  ef for t is 
at the root of this, the s inger and l istener move 
to a realm that is  beyond sound. Thus, though 
the dhrupad’s for te is  in alap, every aspect of a 
piece is  v iewed as equal ly impor tant.

Ni loy is  a 21st generation practit ioner of the 
Dagarvani  Dhrupad l ineage. He bel ieves that 
the form preserves many of the most ancient 
pr inciples of music, which might have been lost 
in the development of other c lass ical  forms 
of music. Such preservation has been possible 
due to the meticulousness of the Dhrupad 
guru-shishya tradit ion, which hands over the 
tradit ion direct ly from teacher to student. 
Various dhatus and kr iyas, explore the pr inciples 
in the most elaborate and detai led manner, 
and taught in the most r igorous fashion. But 
the form is  also one with a hear t: Ni loy br ings 
about the raga’s par t icular traits, as wel l  as a 
f lowering of bhava.

A lot of energy gets accumulated, in this 
practice, and it  can transform the human 
body and mind to higher dimensions. This 
is  nothing other than a yogic and spir itual 
process.

Ni loy ’s  background in music is  not only in the 
Dhrupad tradit ion. He has trained extensively, 
and s ince an ear ly age, in the khayal  tradit ion, 
as wel l  as in Rabindra sangeet and Nazrul 
Geeti . His v is ion is  to explore the depth of 
Dhrupad  in its  ful lest manner keeping the very 
root that is  the spir itual  and yogic pr inciples, 
wel l  establ ished. This  is  without los ing his 
openness; rather, being total  to fresh new 
ideas and diverse musical  aspects. 
 
Ni loy has performed extensively in many 
par ts of the country and the world, in 
prest igious venues such as Moscow, St. 
Petersburg, Dhaka, Chennai and other c it ies. 
He has also performed with other ar t ists, 
such as the Russian Maestro Vyaschaelev 
Guyvoronsky and the legendary rock ar t ist, 
Bor is  Grebenshikov. He has performed at 
var ious major  international  fest ivals, such 
as the International  music fest ival  in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, and the annual c lass ical 
music fest ival  in Shi lpakala, Dhaka, apar t 
from giv ing concer ts al l  over the world. His 
albums include ‘Around Si lence’  re leased in 
2013 in London, as wel l  as ‘Dodecameron’ 
re leased in St. Petersburg in 2012.

He has received many prest igious awards, 
among them the Fel lowship from Jaipur 
Gems Charitable Trust, Mumbai, awarded 
by Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma, Pandit Hari 
Prasad Chaurasia, Ustaad Ghulam Mustafa 
Khan, Vidhushi  Dr N Rajam, Pandit and Arvind 
Parikh, the Tata Trust Scholarship and Notun 
Kuri  National  award that was awarded to him 
by the Pr ime Minister of Bangladesh.

Written by
Deepa Onkar

Principal  Correspondent and
Cheif Sub-Editor at The Hindu

Chennai, Tamil  Nadu, India



T R A I N I N G

Dhrupad under Padma Shri  Ustad 
Faiyaz Wasifuddin Dagar

Dhrupad under Padma Shri  Pandit 
Umakant & Ramakant Gundecha 
(Gundecha Brothers) 

Khayal  in the Indore-Kirana
Parampara under Pandit Asit  dey

Khayal  in the Agra Parampara under 
Ustad Mustaqur Rahman

Indian voice culture, Khayal  and 
Nazrul  geeti  under Suj it  Mustafa

Rabindra Sangeet under Adity
Mohsin and Mamun Abdul la

Khayal  and Nazrul  Geeti  in Raagini 
Sangeet Vidyalay 





W O R K
E X P E R I E N C E

Present: Teaching Dhrupad in Chennai 
Dhrupad Gurukul  at Cultural  Centre-
SPACES

Taught Khayal and Dhrupad  in Shankar 
Mahadevan Academy (SMA)

Col laborated with Russian Jazz Maestro 
and composer Vyacheslav Guy voronsky 
and percussionist Denis Kucherov ;
performed as a tr io in major venues in 
Russia; publ ished two albums: Around
Silence and Dodecameron

Performed in St. Petersburg Cour t 
Capel la with the legendary Russian s inger 
Boris Grebenshikov and with the St. 
Petersburg State Capella Symphony 
Orchestra

Performed as an enl isted ar t iste in
Bangladesh National Television and
National Radio 

2 0 1 8

2 0 1 4 - 1 6

2 0 1 1 - 1 3

2 0 1 3

1999-2006





A W A R D S
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A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

Fel lowship from Jaipur Gems Charitable Trust, 
Mumbai, awarded by Pandit ShivKumar Sharma, 
Pandit Hari  PrasadChaurasia, Ustaad Ghulam 
Mustafa Khan, Vidhushi  Dr N Rajam, Pandit
Arvind Parikh

Tata Trust Scholarship

Notun-Kuri  National  Award, awarded by the
Prime Minister of Bangladesh

First  place in National  Rabindra Sangeet Summit, 
awarded by cultural  icon Waheedul  Huq



Receiv ing Jaipur Gems Charitable Trust Fel lowship from Padma Vibhushan 
Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma, Padma Vibhushan Pandit Hari  Prasad 
Chaurasia, Padma Vibhushan Ustad Ghulam Mustafa Khan, Padma 
Bhushan Vidhushi  Dr N Rajam and Padma Bhushan Pandit Arvind Parikh



D I S C O G R A P H Y

Dance of Breath
Genre: Dhrupad, Publ ished by: CD baby in Nov 
2019

Around Si lence
Genre: Ethno-Jazz / modern improvisation;
released in the UK in 2013 / 03; publ ished by
Engl ish jazz label-  Leo Records; spread al l  over 
Europe (France, Spain, Italy, England, Czech
Republ ic, Poland, Russia) and America (US,
Canada, Brazi l)

‘Dodecameron’
Genre: Ethno-Jazz, modern improvisation;
Released in Saint Petersburg, Russian Federation 
in November 2012; Publ ished by ‘Svobodnaya
Kultura’





P R E S S

Niloy, the gif ted young disciple of Gundecha 
Brothers, impressed not just with his  wel l-groomed 
voice but also with his  total  tunefulness, s inging 
against just the drone of Tanpura. The reposeful 
Alap and Dhrupad in Raga Bageshree spoke of his 
total  commitment and dedication towards this 
demanding discipl ine.

[The Hindu]

Ahsan is  gif ted with a gorgeous voice and 
masters the subtlet ies of tradit ional  Indian s inging. 
At t imes, he conveys a mystical  force comparable 
to Nusrat Fateh Al i  Khan (dif ferent cultures, same 
spir it).

[Monsieur Délire - France]

An uncompromising vocal ist.

[Percorsi  Musicali  -  Italy] 

“

“

“





P E R F O R M A N C E S

February 2020 : 46th International  Dhrupad 
Mela, Varanasi

December 2018 : Delhi  International  Ar ts 
Fest ival , Delhi

December 2018:  Chayanat Class ical  Music 
Fest ival , Dhaka

August 2015:  International  Indian Music 
Fest ival , Saint-Petersburg

August 2014:  Cultural  Centre Dom, Moscow

November 2014 : Annual Class ical  Music
Fest ival , Shi lpakala Academy, Dhaka

November 2013:  Cour t Chapel, Saint
Petersburg

March 2012:  Gal lery ‘12th July ’, Saint
Petersburg

I N T E R N A T I O N A L





P E R F O R M A N C E S

February 2020 : Amethyst, International  Women’s
Associat ion, Chennai

January 2020:  Athanaad, Bhopal

February 2020:  Mehfi l , Anjuna, Goa

February 2020: Shala 142, Goa

November 2019:  Smaran, Dhrupad Sansthan, Bhopal

March 2019: Dhrupad Utsav in Ramakrishna Miss ion
Inst itute of Culture, Kolkata

March 2019: Dhrupad Utsav in Kalakshetra Foundation, 
Chennai

February 2019:  International  Bhumi Shakti  Conference, 
Tr ichy

December 2018: Chayanat Class ical  Music Fest ival , 
Dhaka, Bangladesh

November 2018: Amir Khosru Inst itute of Music, Delhi

November 2018: Pathshala, Kr ishnamur ti  Foundation, 
Chennai

October 2018:  Smaran, Dhrupad Sansthan, Bhopal

August 2018: Bengaluru Dhrupad fest ival , Bengaluru

June 2018:  Rabindra Bhavan, Bhopal

September 2017: Dhrupad Fest ival , Hyderabad

March 2017: International  Dhrupads Fest ival , Udaipur

February 2017: Dhrupad Utsav in Kalakshetra
Foundation, Chennai

November, 2016: Smaran, Dhrupad Sansthan, Bhopal

N A T I O N A L





D H R U P A D 
G U R U K U L 
C H E N N A I

At Cultural Centre - Spaces
 

Chennai Dhrupad Gurukul  is  an init iat ive of the 
Gundecha Brothers, a continuum of their  miss ion to 
spread Dhrupad to the fur thest corners of the world. 
It  has been faci l i tated in the hear t of Chennai at 
Cultural  Centre Spaces. It  was inaugurated on 8 
September, 2018 by Pt. Ramakant Gundecha and 
prominent writer and photographer Sadanand Menon. 

S ince then Ni loy Ahsan has been teaching there.





W E B S I T E

www.dhrupadni loy.com

Y O U T U B E  C H A N N E L

www.youtube.com /channel /UC-C_G25W-
q8aOxncCjZr0uMQ?view_as=subscr iber

C O N T A C T

Niloy Ahsan
Dhrupad Music ian & Teacher

Website: www.dhrupadni loy.com
E-mai l : dhrupadni loy@gmail .com

WhatsApp

+91-9826748424
+91-8319950982
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